Does your child have access to the Internet???

Here are some things to think about ~
By Officer Jennifer Kinsey #509

I think we can all agree that our kids are a lot more computer savvy then most of us adults.  With this comes the danger with Internet use.  This past school year, I have investigated several crimes that have stemmed from Facebook.com and Myspace.com use by juveniles.  I have worked with many students from age 9–13 who have them!!

Unfortunately, it is much easier for kids to communicate via computer, instead of face to face.  They tend to be more daring and do things they would not normally do on the computer.  Some of the cases I have investigated involved computer threats, harassment, and sexual crimes.  

If you allow your child to have such accounts, PLEASE monitor their use.  Have your child set their account to “private," only allowing people they know to have access to their account.  Get your child’s e-mail address and password, and check it daily.  I recommend that you get your own Facebook/Myspace account as an adult and require your child to add you as a “friend." This will allow you to view their account whenever you want.  From experience, I have learned that many parents do not know their kids have an account, and if they do know they have never looked at it!!!  Some were appalled when I showed them the accounts!!!

Aside from these tools, it's a good idea to take an active role in protecting your child from internet predators and sexually explicit materials that are online. Here are some steps that can help you do that:

· Become computer literate and learn how to block objectionable material.

· Keep the computer in a common area, not in individual bedrooms, where you can watch and monitor your child. 

· Share an email account with your child so you can monitor messages. 

· Bookmark your child's favorite sites for easy access. 

· Spend time online together to teach your child appropriate online behavior. 

· Forbid your child from entering private chat rooms; block them with safety features provided by your Internet service provider or with special filtering software. Be aware that posting messages to chat rooms reveals your child's email address to others. 

· Monitor your credit card and phone bills for unfamiliar account charges. 

· Take your child seriously if he or she reports an uncomfortable online exchange. 

· Forward copies of obscene or threatening messages you or your child receives to your Internet service provider or the police.

· Consider purchasing computer programs that will enable you to view everything your child is doing while online. 

Blocking out all the bad websites is nearly impossible. You can get close, but they will always find ways around them. Here are some programs that I am aware of.  I do not specifically endorse any of them and suggest you research them prior to purchase.  

 
Spector Pro 5.0 from www.spectorsoft.com - this program will monitor what websites your kids visit and then you can block the ones you want. Version 6.0 should be out soon. This program has been an Editors Choice for PC magazine and earned 5 stars just about every time. This program also has CHAT BLOCKING - you can block out people you do not approve of!!! It records all of their website activity and you can see exactly what they are doing (such as Facebook/Myspace). All e-mails etc. are also recorded and you can see incoming and outgoing mail.

 

www.software4parents.com carries this same type of program, along with IamBigBrother, NetNanny, etc. 

Besides for educational purposes is it necessary for your child to be communicating with others online????  Trust me they have plenty of time to have positive communication at school ( 

